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18And a ruler asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?" 19And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good 
except God alone. 20You know the commandments: 'Do not commit 
adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor 
your father and mother.'" 21And he said, "All these I have kept from my 
youth." 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "One thing you still lack.  
Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow me."  23But when he heard these things, he 
became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24Jesus, seeing that he had 
become sad, said, "How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter 
the kingdom of God! 25For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." 26Those who 
heard it said, "Then who can be saved?"  27But he said, "What is 
impossible with men is possible with God." 28And Peter said, "See, we 
have left our homes and followed you."  29And he said to them, "Truly, I 
say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or 
parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30who will not 
receive many times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life."
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Physics of the Impossible: A Scientific Exploration into the 
World of Phasers, Force Fields, Teleportation, and Time Travel. 

That’s the title of a book written by scientist, Michio Kaku. 
Teleportation and time travel? Sounds more like Star Trek than 
science. But the author is a scientist. And he uses the book to 
discuss not only technologies that sound impossible today. He 
writes about technologies that were thought impossible 150 
years ago. 

For instance, William Kelvin thought that heavier-than-air 
flying machines were impossible and that X-rays were a hoax. 
Ernest Rutherford thought that the atomic bomb was 
impossible. Einstein showed how black holes cannot possibly 
occur. And as late as the 1930’s scientists were still scoffing at 
Robert Goddard’s idea that rockets could go into space. The 
author goes on to say that some technologies we think of today 
as impossible do not violate the known laws of physics. So, 
who knows, technologies that we now think are impossible may 
be possible in the future.   

However, a camel will never go through the eye of a needle. 
That would violate the laws of physics. It is impossible. 

Just like the command Jesus gave to the rich ruler. The ruler, the 
overseer of the local synagogue, a wealthy and moral person, 
asked Jesus a question. “Good Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” “Why do you call Me good?” Jesus asked. 
“No one is good except God alone.” 

Now here’s a spiritual man, who wants to know what he should 
be doing. Isn’t this the kind of person Jesus should be looking 
for? Instead of giving him a snippy response, Jesus should have 
given the man some encouragement. And then on top of the 
snippy response, Jesus gave him a command that Jesus 
admitted was impossible to obey. Okay, you’ve obeyed all of the 
Commandments already. Now, sell everything you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then, 
come follow Me.
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And when the rich ruler heard this, he became very sad, 
because he was a man of great wealth. Jesus looked at 
him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God.” Jesus’ impossible command left 
this man very sad and discouraged.

And left the disciples anxious. They had made impossible 
sacrifices to follow Jesus. They’d left behind homes and 
jobs. But if it was so impossible to enter the kingdom of 
God, then for what purpose had they made those 
sacrifices? Were those sacrifices foolish, pointless, ending 

in no reward or results? And are we foolish for sacrificing so 
much for the Lord over the years?

Jesus responded to that question. He said that those who have 
made sacrifices will experience blessings in this age as well as 
in the age to come. Some have taken that to mean that the 
parable of the camel and the needle snags only the wealthy. 
Stories have circulated for centuries that the eye of the needle 
was a tiny gate or door through which a camel could fit if it was 
not carrying anything. Leading people to believe that if we 
could let go of our little wealth, if we could sacrifice enough, 
then we would be rewarded and our church would be rewarded 
not only in the age to come but in this age as well.

And when we don’t receive the reward we expect, when we 
don’t see the results for which we have sacrificed, when we 
sacrifice and sacrifice for the church year after year and decade 
after decade and the church keeps getting smaller and smaller, 
then what? We become anxious. Worse, we become 
discouraged, disillusioned and a little bitter. At times we may 
wonder to ourselves whether our sacrifices have been pointless, 
foolhardy, even wasted. And those thoughts and feelings can 
influence our morale and the decisions we make about what we 
will and will not sacrifice.

Page 3



The truth is there is no door or gate called the needle’s eye. 
The camel in the parable is a camel and the needle is a 
needle. 

Jesus used that example, because His intent was to 
describe something that is utterly impossible. 

Never can a camel be made so small that it can enter 
through the eye of a needle. Which is why the disciples did 
not say, “Whew! I’m glad I’m not rich. Those people are 
all going to hell.” No, they asked Jesus, Who then can be 

saved? If it is impossible for those who have the wealth to build 
synagogues and churches, to endow orphanages and hospitals, 
to wipe out malaria and make sure that every child gets a good 
education, if it is impossible for those who can do the most 
good to enter the kingdom of God, then where does that leave 
the rest of us? 

Jesus said, Salvation is impossible with men but possible with 
God. No one inherits eternal life as a reward for their 
achievements. It is a gift. It is the result of the action of God. 
Through His Son, Jesus, who made Himself so small that He 
entered time as a fragile baby growing inside Mary’s womb. 
Salvation is the result of God’s mercy through His unique 
agent, Jesus Christ.  

Which was what Jesus was trying to get the rich ruler to 
understand. Jesus’ snippy response, No one is good except God, 
was Jesus’ way of saying, Are you serious about calling Me 
good? You oughta be. Because I am God. I am His Son. I am 
His unique agent of mercy. Follow Me. You cannot do anything 
to inherit eternal life. But I can, for what is impossible with men 
is possible with God.

And Jesus was saying this to encourage anxious or discouraged 
disciples. Yes, they had left all they had to follow Jesus. But 
how do we make such huge sacrifices? 
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What is impossible with men is possible with God. And why 
were they making such huge sacrifices? Not for reward or 
result or success. 

Those things are in God’s hands, impossible for us but 
possible with God. So, Jesus says, disciples make such huge 
sacrifices for the sake of the kingdom of God. And He 
comforted us with the promise that those who sacrifice not 
for reward or result or success but for the kingdom of God 
will not have blessings withheld from them in the age to 
come or in this age. 

He did not spell out what blessings His disciples would receive. 
But He knows our needs. One time, Jesus’ disciples went 
fishing, toiled all night, and caught nothing. Jesus told them to 
throw the net on the right side of the boat, and they caught so 
many fish they couldn’t haul the net in. 

The rewards and the results of our sacrifices are in His hands, 
for what is impossible with men is possible with God. 

Amen
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